Topic

 ‘Te Takutai’  The Seashore’

Tangaroa is the guardian of the sea and of all of its creatures. Hurumanu is the guardian of the seabirds. 

Learning Outcomes:

Children will be able to name creatures from the seaside.

Children will be able to identify and describe the position of objects.
Useful kupu

papaka

crab



rimurimu

seaweed

koura

crayfish


hopuawai

rockpool

kutae

mussel


kirikiri

sand

tio


oyster


ngaru


wave

pupu


cats eye


tai


tide

toka


rock



manaia

seahorse

papatangaroa
starfish


karoro

seagull

anga


shell



moana

ocean

Useful phrases

Kei  hea te __________?

Where is the ___________?

Kei raro te papaka i te toka.
The crab is under the rock.
Kei roto te papaka i te hopuwai.
The crab is in the rockpool.
Kei waenganui te papaka i te rimurimu.

The crab is in the middle of 

the seaweed.

Kei runga te papaka i te kirikiri.
The crab is on the sand.
He aha tenei?



What is this?

He ________ tenei. 


This is a ________.

E hia nga ________?


How many _______ are there?

E rima nga tio?



There are 5 oysters.

Points to remember.

tenei = this single item

enei = these multiple items

An adjective can be placed after any of the nouns in the sentence patterns.

eg The fat crab is under the black rock.

Possible Activities.

* Use the names of creatures to make an echo chant/song. Chn can create actions to match each creature as it is sung. eg Papaka (papaka) Koura (koura) 

* Hold up pictures of seaside objects. Use the question ‘He ______ tenei?

If you are correct the chn can reply ‘ae’ if you are wrong the chn reply ‘Kao/no’.

* Make a crab or similar finger puppet. As a group the chn ask the teacher 

“Kei hea te papaka?’ “Where is the crab?” The teacher gives a relpy eg “kei runga i to matenga” “On your head” The chn follow the instructions of the teacher. The activity can then be continued in pairs.

* Play a game similar to Simon Says. Give each creature a specific action. The teacher calls out the creature and the correct action. If it is correct the chn must follow. If the action does not match the creature, the chn must not follow the teacher.

* Play  a version of ‘Scrub the deck’ Name each 4 sides of the paly area as takutai, moana, rangi, whenua ‘seaside, sea, sky, land. Create some other actions such as papaka- crab/crouched down , keri- dig , painaina- sunbathe,

rimurimu- seaweed/stand still and sway

* Change the words of simple songs to link in with seaside creatures. eg

5 blind jellyfish – 5 fat papaka      

Green bottles sitting on a wall- Karoro sitting on a rock

* Make a seaside treasure hunt using the Maori kupu. Rapua e toru nga anga. Find 3 shells. ( You don’t need to be at the beach, the Ispy books have some great seaside pictures)

* Match words to the picture. (attached)

